Bidding Prayers for Ash Wednesday 18th February 2026
Celebrant: Brothers and sisters, as we begin this Lenten season, let us pray, not only for ourselves and our needs, but also for all peoples and nations: 
Reader: That our Lenten pledge to pray, to fast, and to give alms, may be a source of growth and energy for everyone as we seek to be of service in our society; 
Lord in your Mercy. 
Reader: That those in authority may seek the ways of justice so that the peoples of the world may be united in peace and harmony; 
Lord in your Mercy. 
Reader: That the cry of this wounded earth, our common home, would touch our hearts, and moves us to greater care and gratitude; 
Lord in your Mercy. 
Reader: That the sick, and those who have grown weak under the burden of years, may know, through our prayers and concern, the presence of Christ; 
Lord in your Mercy. 
Reader: That doctors, nurses, and all who work in our hospitals, and all those who look after the sick and the elderly, may be blessed for the quality and dignity of life which they bring to those in their care; 
Lord in your Mercy. 
Reader: That those saddened by the death of family or friends may find comfort in Christ, and that those who have gone before us in faith now rest in Christ; 
Lord in your Mercy. 
READER: We ask our blessed Mother Mary to join us in our prayers as we say:  			Hail Mary…
READER: Let us pause in silence and pray for our own needs and intentions. 
Celebrant: Lord, we, who desire to serve you with all our heart, confidently ask your help; may we now know your mercy and love in our lives.  We ask this through Christ our Lord.  Amen.
